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Outcome of the Second Meeting of the  

HELCOM Expert Working Group on Oiled Wildlife Response 

(EWG OWR 2-2014) 

Introduction  

0.1 The Second Meeting of the HELCOM Expert Working Group on Oiled Wildlife Response (EWG 
OWR 2-2014) was held as a two-hour online meeting on 16 December 2014.  

0.2 The Meeting was attended by representatives of Estonia, Finland and Germany as well as Sea 
Alarm and WWF as Observers. The List of Participants is attached as Annex 1. 

0.3 The Meeting was chaired by Mr. Hugo Nijkamp, Sea Alarm, Chair of EWG OWR. Ms. Laura Meski, 
Assisting Professional Secretary of HELCOM, acted as Secretary of the Meeting. 

Agenda Item 1  Adoption of the Agenda 

Documents: 1-1 

1.1 The Meeting adopted the agenda as contained in document 1-1. 

1.2 The Meeting recalled that the task of EWG OWR is to strengthen the cooperation between 
HELCOM Contracting Parties in the field of oiled wildlife response (OWR) and noted that the status of OWR 
in the countries varies. 

1.3 The Meeting underlined the importance of having all Contracting Parties involved in the 
cooperation on OWR and welcomed the offer by the Chair to be in contact with the countries. 

Agenda Item 2  Update on planning/preparedness in Contracting Parties 

2.1 The Meeting took note of the following OWR preparedness activities: 

- Estonia: A wildlife response plan was adopted in January 2014 and has been translated in full into 
English (to be published in the beginning of 2015). 

- Finland: A number of activities related to OWR have taken place in 2014: Second oiled birds 
coordinator training for authorities in November 2014 organized by the Finnish Environment 
Institute (SYKE) jointly with WWF as a table top exercise and visit to bird cleaning units; Meeting in 
December 2014 between SYKE and Metsähallitus to involve the latter in the oiled wildlife work; OWR 
meeting in September 2014 involving SYKE, the rescue services and WWF. A training will be held in 
March 2015 for bird ringers as they are important players when birds need to be caught. The Finnish 
OWR plan is being commented at the moment.   

- Germany: Meetings are organized twice a year for agencies dealing with OWR to exchange 
information. The most recent one was held in November 2014 and the following meeting will be held 
on 17 December 2014 with involvement of NGOs. The three largest coastal Federal States are 
involved in planning and preparedness activities for OWR, and currently this has resulted in three 
different concepts for the German coastline, including the approach  Mecklenburg-Vorpommern is 
currently developing for implementation in 2015. 

- WWF: The second three-day course this year on OWR in Finland was held in the beginning of October 
with over 30 participants, including a visit to the Bird Cleaning Unit. WWF has also organized shore 
cleaning courses in Finland in 2014.  



EWG OWR 2-2014 
 

 

Page 2 of 5 
 

2.2 The Meeting requested the Contracting Parties and Observers to circulate information via the 
Secretariat (laura.meski@helcom.fi) to the Group on OWR plans and other information which might be of 
interest to the Group when it is available in English. 

Agenda Item 3  OWR Work Plan activities 

Documents: 3-1 

3.1 The Meeting took note of the activities related to OWR listed in the Work Plan for the HELCOM 
Response Working Group 2014-2015 (document 3-1) and noted that the event mentioned in the Work Plan 
on post release survival and euthanasia of oiled birds will be integrated into an international European 
Conference to be organized by Sea Alarm in early 2016. 

3.2 The Meeting decided to look into the Response Work Plan concerning OWR activities also in 
future meetings. 

3.3 The Meeting requested Poland to circulate to the Group any information that becomes available 
on the OWR module of BALEX DELTA 2015, as Poland was not able to attend the meeting. 

Agenda Item 4  Training and information activities to support work of EWG OWR 

Documents: 4-1, 4-2 

4.1 The Meeting took note of the information by Sea Alarm on recent OWR developments from the 
global and European scenes (document 4-1) and congratulated Sea Alarm for the proposal to the European 
Commission (EUROWA Module) having been selected for co-financing under the prevention and 
preparedness call in 2014. 

4.2 The Meeting welcomed the offer by the Chair to keep the Group updated on any further 
developments, also intersessionally. 

4.3 The Meeting welcomed the offer by Sea Alarm to organize a two-day training course on Oiled 
Wildlife Response Planning and Preparedness for the members of EWG OWR in April 2015 in Brussels free of 
charge (travel and subsistence to be covered by each participant themselves) and noted that the minimum 
target is to have participants of at least four Contracting Parties attending (at least one authority 
representative as part of the delegation of maximum three people) (document 4-2). 

4.4 The Meeting agreed that Sea Alarm, with help of the Secretariat, will circulate a questionnaire 
to the Contracting Parties in January 2015 with additional information on the course to get a better picture 
of the interest of the countries to participate in the course.  

4.5 The Meeting considered it suitable to have the next meeting of EWG OWR within the framework 
of the course depending on the interest of the Contracting Parties to participate in the course.  

Agenda Item 5  Any other business 

Documents: 5-1, 5-2, 5-3, 5-4, 5-5 

5.1 The Meeting took note of the information on the finalization of the streamlining and 
modernization of HELCOM activities and operations, including the new structure, new web page and new 
Meeting Portal (document 5-1) and on the HELCOM priorities during the Estonian Chairmanship (document 
5-2). 

5.2 The Meeting checked the list of contact addresses of EWG OWR as contained in Annex 2, noted 
that some additional representatives might be nominated for the Group from Germany at a later stage and 
requested the Contracting Parties which have not yet done so to nominate representatives for the Group. 

5.3 The Meeting took note of the decision by RESPONSE 19-2014 to have references to OWR only in 
Volume III of the HELCOM Response Manual, agreed that the current text on OWR found in Volume I and 
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Volume III should be combined, was of the opinion that the current text in large is still valid but that the list 
of international guidelines in Chapter 9 of Volume I should be updated and welcomed the offer by Sea Alarm 
to further review the text with the help of WWF and the Secretariat and requested  the Secretariat to 
circulate the reviewed text to the contacts of EWG OWR for comments.  

5.4 The Meeting further requested the Chair and the Secretariat to coordinate the work between 
EWG SHORE and EWG OWR.  

5.5 The Meeting took note of the information that the Group could also work intersessionally with 
the help of a work space to be set up by the Secretariat for EWG OWR. 

5.6 The Meeting took note of the information on the ongoing work within the HELCOM framework, 
and specifically the CORESET II project, to develop indicators for evaluating the progress towards reaching 
the target of Good Environmental Status in the Baltic Sea by 2021 and further noted that the aim is to have 
a suite of operationalized core indicators for adoption and publication to HELCOM HOD 48-2015 (June 2015) 
(document 5-4). 

5.7 The Meeting noted that the difficulty with developing indicators relevant to oiled birds is due to 
the fact that long term data series on oiled birds washed ashore are missing in the Baltic Sea contrary to in 
the North Sea but also took note that such activities exist in at least Germany (project) and Estonia (state 
monitoring program). 

5.8 The Meeting made the following suggestions for developing an indicator or HELCOM Baltic Sea 
environment fact sheet (BSEF) relevant to oiled birds or further developing the indicator building on aerial 
surveillance: 

- to look into the relationship between all birds found on shore and oiled birds found on shore. This is 
an indicator, which is in use in the North Sea; 

- to cross-reference the data on oil spills data based on aerial surveillance with the location of animals 
which could give an indication of how many animals might be effected. 

5.9 The Meeting noted that surveys on locations on animals in the Baltic Sea are from the 90s and 
as the ecosystem has changed, new surveys are needed also for the purpose of OWR planning and  
preparedness. 

5.10 The Meeting considered the possibilities to have scientist joining the aerial surveillance flights 
for monitoring of animals.    

Agenda Item 6  Next Meeting 

6.1 The Meeting decided that the next meeting of the Group (EWG OWR 3-2015) will be held in April 
2015, either within the framework of the course offered by Sea Alarm (cf. paragraph 4.3-4.5), depending on 
interest by the Contracting Parties to attend the course, or as an online meeting. The date for the meeting 
will be decided at a later stage.  

6.2 The Meeting considered the possibility to have the following meeting back-to-back with BALEX 
DELTA 2015 in the last week of August in Poland, possibly with a joint session with EWG SHORE.  

Agenda Item 7  Outcome of the Meeting 

Documents: 7-1 

7.1 The Meeting adopted the draft Outcome of the Meeting (document 7-1).  

7.2 The Outcome of the Meeting was finalized by the Secretariat and has been made available in 
the HELCOM Meeting Portal together with the documents considered during the Meeting. 

http://www.helcom.fi/helcom-at-work/projects/coreset-ii/
http://www.helcom.fi/baltic-sea-trends/environment-fact-sheets/
http://www.helcom.fi/baltic-sea-trends/environment-fact-sheets/
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Annex 1 List of Participants of EWG OWR 2-2014 

Representing Name Organization E-mail address Skype account 

Chair Hugo Nijkamp Sea Alarm nijkamp@sea-alarm.org hugo.nijkamp 

Estonia Teet Koitjarv Environment Board of Estonia teet.koitjarv@keskkonnaamet.ee koitjarv 

Finland Pekka Rusanen Finnish Environment Institute (SYKE) Pekka.Rusanen@ymparisto.fi rusanen_syke 

Germany Paul Reger    

Germany Sven Saeger Meckelenburg-Vorpommern  sven.saeger 

Germany Uda Tuente Central Command for Maritime Emergencies (CCME) UTuente@havariekommando.de wsa-cuxhaven 

Observer Sanna Kuningas WWF Finland sanna.kuningas@wwf.fi sannakuningas 

HELCOM  Laura Meski HELCOM Secretariat laura.meski@helcom.fi helcom82 
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Annex 2 Contact addresses of HELCOM Expert Working Group on Oiled Wildlife Response (EWG OWR) 

Representing Name Organization E-mail address Skype account 

Chair Hugo Nijkamp Sea Alarm nijkamp@sea-alarm.org hugo.nijkamp 

Denmark Camilla Uldal Ministry of the Environment cakis@nst.dk  

Estonia Agnes Villmann Ministry of the Environment  agnes.villmann@envir.ee musimari8 

Estonia Teet Koitjärv Environmental Board teet.koitjarv@keskkonnaamet.ee koitjarv 

Finland Pekka Rusanen Finnish Environment Institute (SYKE) pekka.rusanen@ymparisto.fi rusanen_syke 

Germany Uda Tuente Central Command for Maritime Emergencies (CCME) UTuente@havariekommando.de wsa-cuxhaven 

Poland Jerzy Dowgiallo Ministry of Agriculture and Rural Development jerzy.dowgiallo@minrol.gov.pl  

Poland Katarzyna Kasprzak General Directorate for Environmental Protection katarzyna.kasprzak@gdos.gov.pl  

Poland Malgorzata Sowa Ministry of Agriculture and Rural Development malgorzata.sowa@minrol.gov.pl  

Observer Sanna Kuningas WWF sanna.kuningas@wwf.fi sannakuningas 

Observer Katarzyna Pietrasik WWF Kpietrasik@wwf.pl  

Observer Vanessa Ryan 
(maternity leave) 

WWF vanessa.ryan@wwf.fi vanessa.klotzer 

HELCOM Laura Meski HELCOM Secretariat laura.meski@helcom.fi helcom82 

HELCOM Hermanni Backer HELCOM Secretariat hermanni.backer@helcom.fi helcom02 

 


